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Excerpt: .had hired MacGregor s glens for game preserves, and
the inhabitants had been exiled or exterminated. A new variety
of nervous organism possessed the world. An organism as
different from the organism which preceded it as is the
organism of the ox from the organism of the wolf; and this
latter organism found its chronicler in Charles Dickens, as its
predecessor had found its bard in Scott. Read from this
standpoint, the works of Dickens abound with suggestion.
Reduced to its ultimate analysis, the fundamental difference
between the antique and the modern social type consists in the
elimination of courage as an essential quality in a ruling class.
This quality being eliminated, the ideal of courage contained in
the conception of the gentleman fell, and with the destruction
of this conception went the capacity for enthusiasm, the
sympathy with the instinct for self-devotion, and,...
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