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State Historian was established by the Legislature of 1907. Concerning its action in this particular | had no
information whatever until | was asked by Governor Cobb to accept an appointment to the office thus created.
In my first interview with the Governor, and before accepting the appointment he had tendered to me, | called
his attention to the limitations of the duties of the State Historian as indicated in the act passed by the
Legislature and which had received his approval under the title, An Act to encourage the compiling and
teaching of Local History and Local Geography in the Public Schools. In reply, the Governor suggested that the
work of the State Historian could be enlarged by subsequent enactments, and | was urged to accept the office
in the hope that by added legislation the work assigned would be broadened to such an extent as to include the
care and preservation of the public archives and the collection of the materials of our history before Maine
became a State. Impressed with the great possibilities that such an enlargement of the duties of the State
Historian offered, | accepted the appointment. In my first report, accordingly, which was sent to the Governor
at the close of 1908, | called attention to the importance of enlarging the work of the State Historian, presenting
among other considerations facts concerning existing conditions in the public archives of the State as disclosed
in a report made by Professor Allen Johnson, of Bowdoin College, under an appointment of the Public Archives
Commission. That report had not then been printed, but...
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