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Exclusive Control of the Executive Mr. Clay rose, and addressed the Senate as follows: | have seen some public
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elsewhere; but never before have I risen in a deliberative body, under more oppressed feelings, or with a deeper
sense of joyful responsibility. Never before have | risen to express my opinions upon any public measure,
fraught with such tremendous consequences to the welfare and prosperity of the country, and so perilious to
the liberties of the people, as | solemnly believe the bill under consideration will be. If you knew, sir, what
sleepless hours reflection upon it has cost me, if you knew with what fervor and sincerity | have implored Divine
assistance to strengthen and sustain me in my opposition to it, | should have credit with you, at least, for the
sincerity of my convictions, if | shall be so unfortunate as not to have your concurrence as to the dangerous
character of the measure. And | have thanked my God that he has prolonged my life until the present time, to
enable me to exert myself in the service of my country, against a project far transcending in pernicious
tendency any that | have ever...
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