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indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .letter was brought in on the 14th July by a Roman Catholic convert, sent
out on the 10th with a letter to Tien-tsin. He reported that he had been captured, taken to a Boxer temple and
beaten (of the latter he exhibited proofs) and his letter discovered and taken away from him; that he had then
been conducted to Jung Lu s house, where he was well treated; and finally, after three days detention, sent back
with a letter to myself, to which he was to take an answer next day, making his exit by the sluice gate, as he had
entered. With him there was sent in a suspicious-looking person whom the convert said lie believed to be a spy.
The letter contained an invitation to the foreign Ministers to transfer themselves, their families, and their staffs
to the Tsung-li Yamen for safety. As it was stipulated that this should be done in detachments without taking a
single armed foreign soldier, the trap required little acumen to detect. The note closed with a solemn warning
that this was our only chance of safety and that if we neglected it, even the affection of the writers would not
enable them to help us. A phra.ee of equally insulting cynicism described the object, of the proposal to be the
preservation of friendly relations intact from beginning to end. This, alter over three weeks of determined
efforts, not by mobs or mutinous soldiers, but by the organized forces...
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