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EXPLORING THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

Johns Hopkins University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Exploring the Religious Life,
Rodney Stark, Though religion is for most people one of the most important aspects of their lives, social
scientists and other observers of human society too o;en misunderstand and misrepresent the nature and role
of religion in history and in daily life. From the supposed decline of religious attitudes in Western Europe and
the venal motivations attributed to the Christian Crusaders to the very definition of religion, personal biases and
an inadequate grasp of relevant data have led to the formulation and propagation of unsupportable views on
the sacred. In Exploring the Religious Life, Rodney Stark boldly overturns much received wisdom within the
social sciences about religion, drawing on a wide range of sources to reassess a diverse selection of topics in the
study of religion. In his first essay, Stark addresses the carelessness with which scholars use the term religion
and the conviction that the belief in divinity evolved from the practice of magic in primitive cultures. In
subsequent chapters, he challenges the widespread attitude among social scientists that religion is nothing
more than a mask for material realities and examines the e=ectiveness of religious doctrines in attracting
converts and influencing individuals; uncovers the surprising prevalence of upper-class asceticism in medieval
Christianity; and explores the relationship between gender, piety, and criminal activity. Divine revelation is a
central aspect of many religions, and Stark next applies empirical research to the phenomenon to assess its
meaning in Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and Mormonism. He then turns to the confusion between faith and
practice in debates over the secularization of the developed world before investigating the validity of the classic
proposition within the social sciences that religion functions to sustain the moral order. He does so, examining
the correlation...
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You May Also Like

Th e Well- Train ed  M in d : A  Gu id e to  C lassical Ed u catio n  at H o me ( H ard b ack)                     
WW Norton Co, United States, 2016. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 4th Revised edition. 244
x 165 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. The Well-Trained Mind will instruct you, step
by step, on how to...
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Beco min g a Sp acew alker:  M y  J o u rn ey  to  th e Stars ( H ard b ack)                 
Purdue University Press, United States, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 284 x 216 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. This nonfiction picture book is a children s version of
NASA astronaut Jerry L. Ross...
Sav e P DF » 

A ccu sed : M y  Figh t f o r Tru th ,  J u stice an d  th e Stren gth  to  Fo rgiv e                    
BenBella Books. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Accused: My Fight for Truth,
Justice and the Strength to Forgive, Tonya Cra;, Mark Dagostino, This is the true story of a
woman who prevailed against the...
Sav e P DF » 

Go o d p aren ts.co m: Wh at Ev ery  Go o d  Paren t Sh o u ld  Kn o w  A b o u t th e In tern et                                   
( H ard b ack)   
Prometheus Books, United States, 2000. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. The Internet may now be the most powerful, single
source of information in the world, and...
Sav e P DF » 

Th e Fro g Tells  H er Sid e o f  th e Sto ry :  H ey  Go d , I  m H av in g an  A w f u l Vacatio n  in                                         
Egy p t Th an ks to  M o ses! ( H ard b ack)          
Broadman Holman Publishers, United States, 2013. Hardback. Book Condition: New. Cory
Jones (illustrator). 231 x 178 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Oh sure, we ll all heard
the story of Moses and the...
Sav e P DF » 
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